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The Ideal Christian - 


It has been truly said that the Holy Spirit, 
through Paul, gives us a description of the ideal 
‘Christian in Phillipians 2:15,16. | 


“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world; holding forth the 


word of life;”’ 


Certainly the Bible teaches us that we are in the 
world ‘but not of the world. It is Christ living in 
us which makes us the light and the salt of the 


world. 


Limiting God 
“Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and 
limited the Holy One of Israel.’”? Psalm 78:41. 


One of our commonest sins is looking at God in 
the light of human limitations. In fact, we discredit 
the supernatural and turn to human means and 
wisdom and then wonder why we do not see 
spiritual power and results. 


Our Church has officially approved of a move- 
ment for revival but little has been accomplished. 
Is this God’s fault? i 


Isaiah says: “‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear.’”? God will send us a 
revival but He sends it on His own terms. He tells 
us further: “But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have 
hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”’ 


Education has its place but the outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit is not dependent on any human 
agency or method. Our greatest sin is certainly our 
failure to believe God.. We have limited Him, we 
have doubted Him and His Word. 


But, His arm is still strong to save, His ear 
_keen to hear. The revival we all so desperately need 


can and will surely come if we will fulfill His will. _ 


~The Easter Attitude 


_ There is an attitude of mind which should be 
ours not merely at this season but at all times. It 
18 positive. It takes the affirmative view of life. 
It deliberately cultivates poise and peace. It boldly 
| 4ppropriates the blessings and benefits of redemp- 
-fon in Christ. It realizes that His resurrection 
is the guarantee of the pardoning of our sins, 
/of the establishment of believers in divine favor 
© 4nd of the equipment of believers for life and 

' In one respect this attitude seems to be like 
‘ that of Christian Scientists or of the Frenchman, 
E Coue, who preached the doctrine years ago that 
_ We should say to ourselves daily, “Day by day in 


‘very way I am getting better and better.” The - 


' Similarity between the Easter attitude of the 
e hristian and the attitude of these others lies in 
© the deliberate effort that is made to think posi- 


i tively and healthily. 
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But there are vitally important differences. The 
Christian alone has a solid reason for this atti- 
tude. As he makes the daily adjustment of re- 
pentance from all known sin and renewed faith in 
the cleansing blood of Christ and the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, he really will get better and 
better, But the Christian Scientist and the mere 
disciple of Coue will probably be engaging in a 
process of self-deception and getting worse and 
worse. | 


Further, the Christian alone will have true suc- 
cess. He will find the joy and peace of God secret- 
ly and supernaturally imparted to his soul. He 
will discover new power to overcome besetting sin. 
He will be amazed at the reserves of physical, 
mental and nervous energy he has which are not 
drained off by worry and unguided effort. He will 
gradually acquire a sense of buoyancy. His service 
for God and man will have a new touch of 
effectiveness. 


Our Savior said, ‘“‘Because I live, ye too shall 
live.” (John 14:19). He means not only in the 
resurrection but here and now. “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His. great mercy begat us again unto 
a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead...” (I Peter 1:3). 

7 Cary N. Weisiger, III. 


Christian Testimony 


The power of Christian testimony is found in 
consistency in Christian life. 


A Christian, whether minister in the pulpit or 
member in the pew, is judged by profession of 
faith as this profession measures up in daily life. 


It is true that a Christian may live in the ways 
of the world and yet be a saved person. But, when 
a Christian lives a worldly life his or her testimony 
is gone. | 


A Christian boy, a freshman in one of our 
Southern Colleges, recently felt need for Christian 
companionship and at a church rally for young 
people he was delighted to hear a student from his 
College give a fine Christian testimony. Although 
he had not met this boy, an upper-classman, he 
determined to meet him and find in him a friend- 
ship and fellowship he sorely needed. Before a 
meeting could be effected, while in one of the col- 
lege rooms, he heard a student in another com- 
partment, cursing and using vile language. Imagine 
his distress and bewilderment when he found this 
to be the same student who had professed a Chris- 
tian testimony just a few days before. 


The Christian who in personal habits, associa- 
tions and ways of business and amusement has 
taken the way of Lot is saved, but his witness for 
the Lord is gone. | 


The minister also carries a heavy responsibility 
in this matter, far deeper than he may realize. We 
believe Paul has given us the answer for all Chris- 
tians when he says: “It is good neither to eat flesh, 
nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or made weak. 
Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth.”’ —L.N.B. 
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“For Such A Time As This?” 
(Esther 4:14) 


“And who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?”’ 


These words coming in the midst of the fasci- 


nating book of Esther were an appeal to this 
young and beautiful queen—a distressing, heart- 
breaking challenge—but one which she met hero- 
ically. Her answer, “I will go—and if I perish, I 
perish,” has made her one of the best loved and 
most revered of Jewish women. 


Do we have to use our imagination to hear a 
similar call coming to each Christian today? This 
is a time to make us rally to our Christ and His 
church. “‘Such a time as this’”—what other time in 
history could furnish a stronger appeal or greater 
challenge to our loyalty, love, and consecration? 
In what other day could we serve Him better? 


It is a time of world corruption and world de- 
spair. Spiritual and moral decay have reached 
gigantic proportions: the infection has gotten to 
the dangerous stage: only God can heal; but He 
can use men and women who will surrender to 
Him, and say, “I will go—if I perish, I perish.” 
If the word that reaches us from most reliable 
sources is true, then the situation beggars descrip- 
tion. Everywhere we turn our eyes there are 
“wounds and bruises and putrifying sores, neither 
mollified or bound up with ointment.” 


It is a time of perplexity and helplessness on 
the part of God’s people—the Church. Weakened 
within by unbelief and worldliness; divided by dis- 
sension, and apostasy on the part of some; pestered 
by all manner of sects and “isms,’”’ her enemies 
plot her destruction. In at least two great nations 
these enemies have been openly blatant and aggres- 
sive, while in others, our own included, they work 
more or less secretly, but no less surely and per- 
severingly. The Church will never be destroyed: 
we have the promise of Her Head as to that; help 
and deliverance will come from some quarter. But 
who knows whether we—you and I—are come to 


the kingdom for just such a time? Woe be to us, 


if we fail Him in this time of critical need. 
Shall we meet the challenge as Esther met it? 


Meet it with a plea for fasting and prayer and 
the help of all those who love the Lord and His 
Kingdom. Should there not go out a call for united, 
agonizing prayer that God will move in a wondrous 
way upon the world and upon the hearts of His 
Children? 


Meet it with faith in our God and in His Son, 
the Savior of the world, This is the victory that 
overcomes the world, even our faith. Is there any- 
thing too hard for God? 


Meet it with a courage which grows out of our 
faith, a courage which makes us willing to die, if 
— oT spirit which animated the early 
church. 


Meet it with a consuming love for the Lord and 
for His Kingdom. Esther loved her people. We 
sing, “I love thy Kingdom, Lord’: do we mean 
what we sing? 
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Meet, it by doing our part, laying ourselves 
upon the altar, a living sacrifice. God will strength- 
en our feeble and faltering knees as we approach 
our task. A time like this is a time to venture 
all; to surrender all. He never fails us when we 
trust Him and say, “I will go.” May these words 
of Amy Wilson Carmichael inspire us, in a time 
ike this! 


““Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope no disappointments tire, 
The passion that will burn like fire; 
Let me not sink to be a clod: , 
Make me thy fuel, Flame of God.”’ 
—J.K.P. 


‘Life’s Heaviest Loss 


A Christian poetess has employed her imagi- 
nation in picturing the heaviest loss that is possible 
to befall a human being. She imagines a pilgrim 
band sitting upon the white sea sand telling the 
losses that they had known. 

One pilgrim spoke with quivering lip of a fair. 
freighted ship with all his household sinking to the 
depth of the sea. Another pilgrim talked of van- 
ished gold. Still another spoke of friends whom 
One after another re- 
hearsed their woeful experiences. When their tales 
were done, one more asked to have the right to 
give his experience. The permission was granted 
and this one _ said: 


“‘Sad losses ye have met, but mine is heavier yet, 
For a believing heart is gone from me.” 


With the hearing of this confession the pilgrims 
agreed that of all the losses on land or sea, life’s 
— misfortune is the loss of the believing 

eart. 


This poetic insight is well worth pondering. A 
notable example of this tragic experience is to be 
found in “The Life and Letters of Charles Dar- 
win, Including An Autobiographical © Chapter,” 
edited by his son, Francis Darwin. 


In these three volumes, Darwin’s state of mind 
is set forth so clearly from stage to stage that we 
ean trace his religious declension with accuracy. 
Just as we can depict the spiritual growth of 
John Bunyan in “Grace Abounding”’ and the Christ- 
tian development of Augustine in his “Confessions, 
so we may observe the spiritual decline of Dar 
win from light to darkness as he developed his 
theories of natural selection. 


To begin with, Darwin’s character is described 
as cheerful, good tempered, generous and affec- 
tionate. He despised everything that was false or 
vile and loved the good, the true, and the beaut 
ful. We are also told that during his early life 
Charles Darwin was religious, He believed in the 
efficacy of prayer and did not hesitate to state 
that in times of need he earnestly prayed to & 
for help. He thought at one time about becoming 
a minister of the Gospel and studied very car& 
fully “Pearson On The Creed” as well as othe! 
theological books. During this time he did n¢ 
doubt the strict and literal truth of every word 
in the Bible. 


Later Darwin changed his residence to Call 
bridge. The religious formalism of this university 


centel 
For 
1829 | 
Fox, 

Amon 
and | 
equall 
friend 
sincer 
feelin; 


The 
accept 
dition. 
He sp 
to his 
laughe 
Bible 
moral 
declen 
during 
pursul 
enter 
aesthe 
the e2 
and m 


It 
worke 
his Ck 
of eve 
He sa’ 
and si 
This 1 
of ev 
“must 
is an 
the ti 
insepa 
entire 
doctri 
faith 


whole 
this p 
rate ¢ 
of unt 

By 

year 
has de 
wrote, 
years 
shape 
Teligio 
1836- 

more 
| Hindo 

fore 
 credib 
tion 
Christ 
This ; 
| these 
him te 
break 

his 
favor 
The 

forty 
longe 
gradu 
the n 
lost a 
one t 


hor. 1, 1947 


enter had a withering influence upon his soul. 
for a while he retained his Christian faith. In 
1829 he wrote a letter of consolation to his friend, 
Fox, when he heard of the death of his sister. 
Among other things he said, “And after so pure 
and holy a comfort as the Bible affords I am 
equally assured how useless the sympathy of all 


fiends must appear although it is as heartfelt and | 


sincere aS I hope you believe me capable of 
feeling.” 


The spiritual decline of Darwin began when he 
acepted an invitation to join the Beagle Expe- 
dition. Here he began his career as a naturalist. 
He spent five years on this cruise. At first he held 
to his Christian beliefs though he was heartily 
laughed at by some of the officers for quoting the 
Bible as an unanswerable authority on points of 
morality. The record shows however, that this 
declension from Christianity took place gradually 
during these years by his absorption in scientific 
pursuits. At this period he gave up all thought of 
entering the ministry and even lost interest in 
aesthetics. His higher tastes began to atrophy to 
the extent that he lost his love for poetry, art, 
and music as well as religion. , 


It is crystal clear that just as Mr. Darwin 
worked out his theory of evolution, he gave up 
his Christian faith. His acceptance of the doctrine 
of evolution directly expelled his Christian belief. 
He saw that Genesis taught creation by immediate 
and sudden fiats of God for each several species. 
This view was in direct conflict with his theory 
of evolution and therefore he said that Genesis 
“must go.”’ Then he reasoned that since Genesis 
isan integral part of the Old Testament, and since 
the truth and authority of Christianity itself is 
inseparably bound up with the Old Testament the 
entire Bible must be discarded. In this way his 
doctrine of evolution gradually undermined his 
faith until he felt constrained to cast off the 
whole of Christianity as an unproved delusion. Now 
this process was not rapid. It developed at a slow 
rate and this is usually the way with the growth 
of unbelief. 


By the time Darwin had reached his fortieth 
year his break with Christianity was complete. He 
has described this break in his autobiography. He 
wrote, “During these two years,’’—meaning the 
years when his theory of evolution was_ taking 
shape in his mind, “I was led to think much about 
religion. I had gradually come by this time, i. e., 
1836-1839, to see that the Old Testament was no 
more to be trusted than the sacred books of the 
Hindoos. The question then continually arose be- 
fore my mind and would not be banished: ‘Is it 
credible that if God were now to make a revela- 
tion to the Hindoos He would permit it to be 
connected with the belief in Vishnu, Siva, etc., as 

listianity is connected with the Old Testament? 

IS appeared to me to be utterly incredible.” In 


these words he expresses the change which led 


him to discard both Old and New Testaments. His 
teak was so complete that following this change 
is mind became impervious to all evidence in 


| favor of supernatural Christianity. 


The record shows therefore that at the age of 
orty Mr. Darwin was no longer Christian, no 


| longer, a believer in a Revelation, and that he 
: eager. grew somewhat irreverent in his use of 
lost name of God, It was following this that he 
bem all of the consolation of religion. Whereas at 
_ °ne time he could write a friend in sorrow about 
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the comfort of the Bible he now faces the sorrow 
caused by the loss of his daughter with hopeless 
grief, feeling that the only consolation was that 
the passing of time seemed to deaden one’s grief. 
He had come to the place that St. Paul spoke of 
as those who sorrow without hope. 


It is not necessary to dwell more at length upon 
Mr. Darwin’s career to show that life’s heaviest 
tragedy consists in losing the believing heart. 
Since his theory of evolution was the immediate 
cause of his loss of the believing heart it should 
serve aS a monumental warning to all who would 
flippantly play with this dangerous hypothesis. 
‘Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall,” is apropos at this point. 


The truth is that when we put away our in- 
tellectual pride we must admit that the theory of 
evolution or “‘natura] selection,” as Darwin called 
it, can not be reconciled with supernatural Chris- 
tianity. Each system of thought moves in the 
opposite direction. Since this unhappy doctrine 
has been the prolific source of Christian defec- 
tion, parents should be on their guard about per- 
mitting their children to be exposed to this theory 
before carefully immunizing them against such 
a potent virus. 


If life’s heaviest loss is the loss of the believing 
heart, life’s greatest gain is the cultivation of the 
believing heart. Therefore Christians should pray, 
“Lord, increase our faith.” For, “Without faith 
it is impossible to please God.”’ —J. R. R. 


Chips From A Ministers’ 
Retreat 


Under the direction of Dr, Patrick H. Car- 
michael of our Committee of Religious Education 
three retreats for ministers were held in February. 
It was the writer’s privilege to attend the one held 
in Macon February 18-20. Professor Otto Piper 
of Princeton led a series of round table discussions 
on the theme, Christianity and Modern Ideologies. 
Dr. ‘Piper is a devout believer who has suffered 
much since his opposition of Nazi paganism drove 
him out of Germany fifteen years ago. His son 
was killed in the American Army fighting against 
Nazism. Now the Doctor is burdened for his coun- 
try, his relatives and the Church in the Father- 
land. Out of the anguish of suffering the Christian 
faith has become clearer and its joys more radiant, 
We shall mention a few of his valuable insights. 


For one thing, Dr. Piper is convinced that we 


need something less secular than conferences with 


their findings representing mere majorities or com- 
promises. The Federal Council’s report on Russia 
was particularly distasteful to him as being a mere 
compromise and one drawn up not in the language 
of Christian faith but in terms of eighteenth 
century humanism—the philosophy of the _ en- 
lightenment. Total tolerance (even of godless 
views) and enlightened self-preservation are not 
the message we Christians have been given to 
preach to the world. Instead of conferences Piper 
advocates spiritual meetings in which believers 
shall wait upon the Lord until the mind of the 
Spirit is indicated by a unanimity of faith. In 
answer to the question as to whether the Alabama 
pastors ought to preach on their recent consti- 
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tutional amendment limiting voting, Dr. Piper 


suggested instead meeting with the mature Chris- 


tians that these laymen as well as the pastors 
might express themselves. When ministers speak 
let them do so as ¢itizens, as individuals, when oc- 
casion arises for the Church to speak, let the ma- 
ture laymen be heard and let the Church wait 
upon the Lord until He gives unanimity. 


Again, Piper insisted on the distinction between 
regenerate and unregenerate life. He recognized 
the futility of seeking to secure Christian solutions 
from non-Christian society. Life in the world with- 
out Christ is essentially the same. Trying to get 
things done by organizations of unregenerate peo- 
ple—tlike the United Nations—is about like rolling 
rocks uphill only to have them come down again. 
It may be necessary for Christians to cooperate 
occasionally in such things in order to secure a 
tolerable situation. But such efforts will never 
do more than make life tolerable. Man cannot have 
genuine improvements apart from Christ. The 
Christian minister ought to be so busy in overtly 
Christian projects that he has not much time for 
other things. The greatest service he can render is 
to make clear to men that without Christ we can 
do nothing. The Minister of the Word is not 
to give his strength to fantastic Utopian hopes 
but to preach Christ. Christian influence is never 
exerted by anyone apart from Christ. Even.with 
regenerate men all problems are not solved. We 
live in this world for God’s sake, to fight God’s 


battles. It is not given to us individually to see | 


victory, but Christ triumphs. 


To the unregenerate world the Church can and 
should preach the law of God, for God has writ. 
ten His laws even upon the consciences of me 
(Rom. 2:14-15). It is idle to expect unregenerate 
men to engage in regenerate doings. Dr. Piper, 
position here is much like that put out in oy 
Church by the late Dr, J. R. Howerton and stated 
in section 17 of our Book of Church Order. 


When issues arise, the body of Christ must come 
together in a spiritual atmosphere. We need t 
listen one to another, to accept the other’s criticism 
in humility and prayer. We must wait upon the 
Lord until the Spirit give us a’ basic conviction 
which we can express as our united confession. 
And we wait upon the Lord by returning to the 
Bible as the sole authority on ‘which our convie. 
tion rests. The return to the objective basis in the 
Bible is current today on the Continent, England 
is a step behind them, and America a step behind 
England. We should meet as the Church and on 
the basis of the Bible draw up our united creed, 
At this point Piper was only a step from Thon. 
well’s adage: The Church has a creed, a faith, she 
does not have opinions. His devout thought on 
these matters undoubtedly reflects the soul agony 
by which the Pastors of the Confessional Church 
came to their celebrated Dahlem Declarations. It 
reminds the student of Presbyterian history of the 
drafting of the Scottish National Covenant in 
1638. When men’s lives are at stake they think 
long and pray humbly until God makes His mind 
clear to all from His Word, and then like the 
convenanters they are ready to sign with blood 
drawn from their own veins. —Wm. C. R. 


The Book Of Deuteronomy 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. , 


This is the seventh in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of Hebrew 
in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


The last book of the Pentateuch was called by 
the Hebrews, ‘‘Now these are the words.” Its title, 
Deuteronomy, was given to it in the Septuagint 
translation, and means “a repetition of the law.” 
The book consists of addresses and accompanying 
exhortations delivered by Moses in the plains of 
Moab. But Deuteronomy is far more than a mere 
copy or repetition of the previously given law. It is 
rather an exposition of the law. It brings forth or 
rehearses the law and explains it. A large part 
of the law had been delivered about thirty-eight 
years previously, and now there had arisen a new 
generation, ready to enter the land of promise. 
When the earlier law was given, we read often 


that the Lord spake unto Moses. In Deuteronomy, . 


however, we read that Moses, at the command of 
the Lord, speaks unto the people. Deuteronomy, 
therefore, may be regarded as a Divine rehearsal 
and interpretation of the Sinaitic legislation, given 
for the purpose of preparing the people for their 
entrance into Canaan. 


Analysis Of Deuteronomy 


The book of Deuteronomy consists of three 
principle discourses, followed by three brief ap- 
pendices. 


I: The First Discourse 
(1:1 - 4:43) 


(a) Introduction 1:1 - 5. The time and place of 
the deliverance of this address. The words wert 
given by Moses in the land of Moab in the fortieth 
year, eleventh month, and first day of the month. 


(b) An interpretative recital of the nation’s his 
tory from Horeb to Moab. 1:6 - 3:29. 


(c) Upon the basis of this remarkable recital of 
the nation’s history, Moses exhorts the people 1 
obedience and, in particular, to refrain from 1d0/ 
try. 5:1 - 40. 


(d) An appendix. The gracious provision of the 
three cities of refuge on the east side of the Jor 
dan. 4:41-43, 


II: The Second Discourse 
(4:44 - 26:19) 


(a) Introduction. It is clearly stated that . 
is the law which Moses spoke unto the children ° 
Israel. 4:44-49. 
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(b) An exposition of the foundational law of 


theocracy. 5:1 - 11:32. Under Divine inspira- 
f men Moses repeats the Ten Commandments, upon 
nerate Mnich the theocracy is to be built, and engages in 
iper’s mn extended exposition of them. This exposition is 
n ourfahtermingled with exhortations to faithfulness and 


hedience. 


(c) A discussion and exposition of some par- 


come Mylar laws, e. g., worship, ritual] cleanness, tithes, 
ed toMistfruits, the principal feasts, the law of the 
ee ophet, priest and king, etc., 12:1 - 26:19. 

tne 

ietion III: The Third Discourse 

ssion 

0 the (27:1 - 31:30) 

onvic- 

he This section is predictive in nature and aims to 
hind wint out that blessing follows obedience but dis- 
Ja bedience brings a curse. 

creed 


h (a) The law is to be inscribed upon tables of 
Aor: Bone and set up on Mt. Ebal (27:1 - 10); it is then 


. she obe ratified by an antiphonal promulgation from 

al ts Ebal and Gerizim of blessings and cursings 

27:11 - 26). 

v3 P. (b) Warnings against disobedience of the law 
8:1 - 29:1, 

nt in 


a (c) An Enumeration of God’s blessings to the 
a wople and an exhortation to choose between life 
2 the Hind death, good and evil 29:2 - 30:20. 


(d) Moses’ farewell words to the people and his 
mal appointment of Joshua 31:1 - 30. ; 


IV: The Three Appendices 


(a) The Song of Moses 32:1 - 52. (b) Moses’ 
essing of the tribes 33:1 - 29, (c) The account 
Mf Moses’ death and burial 34:1 - 12. 


Modern Negative Criticism 
And Deuteronomy 


According to the documentary hypothesis, par- 
ularly as it is associated with the name of Julius 
ellhausen, the book of Deuteronomy was not 
mitten by Moses as it claims to be. Instead, it was 
roduced (or at least part of it) during the reign 
Mf Josiah King of Judah (622 B. C.). It will be 


(py of the Law of God was discovered while re- 
alts were being made in the Temple. Many 
ntics have asserted that this was not. the -en- 
ie Pentateuch but only the book of Deuteronomy. 


the unknown authors of Deuternomy, whether 
they were priests or prophets or whoever they 
;¢> Composed the book in order to produce a re- 
agg reform, namely, the centralization of wor- 
up at Jerusalem. It has been widely held that 


the Ae the time of Josiah the Israelites might erect 
Jor: ens and worship wherever they desired. Deu- 
rd homy, however, was supposed to be written in 

der to bring about a stop to this practice. | 

of course, but a bare presentation of 

view. However, even such a meagre 

« Ws Deut lon places the issue squarely before us.’ 
this time ronomy the work of Moses, as it clearly 
nof “ms to be, or is it the product of unknown 


potters Who lived at the time of Josiah? 
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The intrinsic weaknesses of this fundamental 
dogma of the dominant school of modern negative 
Old Testament criticism are more and more be- . 
ginning to appear. Dr. Adam C. Welch of Glasgow, 
a patient and careful scholar, and one who by no 
means is a conservative, has been showing most 
convincingly in his writings that large portions 
of Deuteronomy reflect a period considerably 
earlier than that of Josiah. This, of course, was 
what believers in the Bible had been insisting all 
along. Now, however, those who espouse a nega- 
tive form of criticism are becoming more and 
more convinced that much of Deuteronomy must 
be earlier than Josiah’s time, 


There is, of course, a fatal weakness in this 
“critical” dating of Deuteronomy. It implies dis- 
honesty upon the part of the book’s authors. If 
unknown men produced this book and attributed 
its authorship to Moses for the purpose of pro- 
ducing a religious reform, it follows that those men 
were dishonest. There is no escaping this con- 


clusion. Some critics, of course, desire to escape 


such a conclusion. They tell us that these authors 
were men of the noblest motives and highest ideals 
and that they believed themselves to be doing a 
very honorable thing. Sometimes we are even told 
that such procedure was customary in ancient 
times. 


In times of antiquity, however, such procedure 
was not customary in Israel. For the authors of 
Deuteronomy were not writing a harmless romance. 
They were seeking to affect the religious life of 
the people. In order, therefore, to produce a cer- 
tain type of religious life they employed the name 
of Moses. They knew that their own names would 
earry little or no weight, hence they used Moses’ 
name. Now, judged by Divine standards—and those 
are the only legitimate ones—these men did a 
wicked, dishonorable thing. They sought to obtain 
a noble and honorable end by the use of an ignoble 
and dishonorable method. Can we seriously believe 
that a book, so lofty and sublime as is Deuteronomy, 
was produced in such a manner? 


When Satan sought to tempt the Saviour, our 
Lord took upon His lips the words of this book, 
and He prefaced these words by saying, “It is 
~written.”’ (See Matthew 4:4 - 10; Luke 4:4 - 18). 
For every true Christian this settles the matter. 
Can we for an instant believe that He who was 
holy, harmless and undefiled, would have sought to 
silence the Evil One by means of words which were 
produced in a dishonest way? The thought is blas- 
phemous, It is one of the greatest blots upon the 
history of modern negative criticism that in arro- 
gant and sure fashion it has ignored or overridden 
the use which Christ made of Deuteronomy. We 


who name the Name of Jesus must pay to this 


book reverence which He paid to it, for the servant 
is not greater than his Lord. This book claims to 
come from Moses. Let us, therefore, humbly ac- 
cept that claim and read this book with belief and 
trust, remembering that it once provided words 
which were able to silence the arch Enemy of 
man kind. 


Deuteronomy And The Pentateuch 


It has sometimes been asserted that there are 
serious divergences between Deuteronomy and the 
previous books of the Pentateuch. For example, in 
the books of Leviticus and Numbers a distinc- 
tion is made between priests and Levites. In Deu- 
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teronomy, on the other hand, this distinction is said 
to be obliterated, since Deuteronomy speaks of 
“the (Priests the Levites.’”’ Is, however, this distinc- 
tion actually obliterated? As a matter of fact, the 
distinction is not done away, but it must be re- 
membered that Deuteronomy has a_— different 
emphasis from the earlier book. When Deuternomy 
was written, the legislation of Leviticus was in 
operation, and after the time of Leviticus the 


designation “the Priests the Levites’”’ seems to be™ 


generally employed. It is used in Chronicles, Jere- 
miah and Ezekiel. The book of Deuteronomy 
makes explicit reference to earlier laws which are 
known only from Leviticus and Numbers (e. g. 
Deuteronomy 24:8,9 with Leviticus 13.14). The 
fact that in Deuteronomy the tribe of Levi is as- 
signed priestly functions does not obliterate a 
distinction between priests and a lower order of 
Levites, for the whole Levitical tribe was called 
to holy service. The explanation of the so-called 
divergence between Deuteronomy and Numbers is 
to be explained upon the basis of the fact that 
Deuteronomy, being composed after the earlier law 
was put in force, has a different emphasis. There 
is no real divergence or contradiction, : 


More important is the charge that Deuteronomy 
permits worship only at one sanctuary, whereas 
Exodus permitted the erection of a multiplicity 
of altars. The passage in Exodus to which appeal 
is made is 20:24, ‘“—=in all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 


thee.” A careful study of the passage in Exoqjee, 
will show that it did not permit the Israelites mpc” 
erect altars wherever they desired. Such alta ret 
were to be built only where God had recorded ; 1 all-t 
Name. This was one of the first laws revealed 
Sinai and appears in the Book of the Covenaniptt0d | 
It was to serve the people in the days of thegm?™ P 
nomadic life. The law in Deuteronomy points fogerenue 


ward to a settled existence and hence is not ;mey 2” 
conflict with the earlier law. oie 
ms 


These words of Moses, therefore, are best undermprime h 
stood when they are regarded as a recital an@mulously 
exposition of the earlier law. They are well domice is 
signed to meet the daily needs of the people, An@minors 
one may readily understand why this book, whid 
prepares for the prophet, priest and king, was gq And 
delighted in by Him who is the true Prophet anggnnocen 


Priest and King. sy 
The Law Of The Prophet _ inet 
rink, 7 


The Divine warrant for the establishment dh) oq 
the prophetic institution is given in Deuteronom dines 
18. The prophet was not on a level with the sooth heir m 
sayer and diviner of antiquity, but was raised WM, oor 
of God to serve as a mediator between God an eventh 
the people. The prophet was raised up from thih uno. ; 
Israelites and stood before the Israelites as a re, our 
resentative of God. In the establishment of the od “U 
institution of prophecy appears with unusud en: in 
clearness the high supernaturalism of the (lMBi%. , 
Testament religion. one 


he way 


THE TWO ALS i 
By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. | 


Professor of Old Testament Literature 
Austin Theological Seminary 
Austin, Tex. 


One of the screams of the age is the symposium 
of recent press articles on Prohibition and Repeal 
put out by the makers of spiritous liquors. It was 
touched off by the demise of one, Al Capone, This 
is a companion set to their bold attempt to re-: 
trieve gain out of the fearfully damaging, “Lost 
Weekend,” and a desperate bid for their side of 
the argument,—if there be any argument for 
poison. 


To say that Mr. Capone’s meteoric notoriety 
is chargeable to prohibition is little short of absurd. 
“Al Capone a product of Volsteadism.’”’ Don’t 
you believe it! What took that gentleman to power 
and wealth was popular dishonesty, disloyalty, 
lawlessness, un-Americanism. We read, “Al Ca- 
pone’s regime collapsed under the twin impact 
of income-tax foes and prohibition’s repeal.’’ Hard- 
ly! If it had not been for the supposedly decent 
and self-respecting people who connived at crimi- 
nality, Al Capone and his crowd had been in no 
danger of dodging the income-tax or even of owing 
one! Men high in office sold out for money,— 
that did it. Justice was bartered in the shambles, 
—that brought it about. Venality vowed allegiance 
to vice,—there is the truth of the matter. Doubt- 
less repeal did end a deluge of boot-leg; but even 
an anti should know that liquor in any other frame 
would be as lethal. Repeal did not stop drinking— 
not by a jugful. But prohibition did cut it down. 


thus: “If there had been no prohibition law, 4 
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That it did not cut it out, reflects no credit m 
either our government or its citizens. Those wh 
bought the stuff were not any better, before the 
law, than the notorious entrepreneur who di 
pensed it and whom they made their goat. fo 


shame! | hy, 
especta 
From the N, Y. Times, Jan. 27, 1947, we rely 


this gem: “The chief product of the law passed 
good faith was lawlessness and crime, breeding! 
a normal morass,’”? when every thinking 


Mf any 
nd bec 


ought to know that the disastrous results floateli.. “sa 
in the trough of reaction, the moral let-down Wig, .,.., 
lowing in the wake of the juggernaut of war, ao. ° 
then rose to monstrous breakers on the subsequall..,’ th 
surge of prosperity, fictitious and unparalelem. 
But the headlines screamed that prohibition dW. 


it, and the populace drank it up. But how damalt 
ingly to their cause the brewers played upon tha If pe 


cannc 


Capone might have remained a cheap gunmal Biity., 
How simple! Why not therefore, get rid of CMB, 4 
entirely by abolishing all the laws which ee idespri 
it? Then comes chaos! Rather lament: “If tl. eve 


had been no booze, Al Capone might have hee! 
made an honest citizen.” 


Had repeal brought an end to the r ime 
crime, or had it even seen a cessation 0 a 
crease, there might conceivably be some pol 
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. clamour of the press and the antis. But the 


ee te return Of whiskey; rather has crime reached 
d altagy all-time high, with no “blue law” to lay it on. 
nt tose who drink said: Look at the lawlessness, 


hold the vice, see the criminality that have come 
nom prohibition,—that was in the hilarious late 
venties. And those who oppose whiskey in every 
ay and in all forms as damaging to the human 
dy and damning to the human soul, say in these 
mspeakable late forties: Look at the country now: 
time has increased geometrically; murder is scan- 
hlously common; corruption broadens its front; 
ice is rampant; law-violation now sweeps up the 
ninors and juveniles. 


of thej 
nts fo 
Not 


tal an¢ 
Vell de 


And don’t let anybody think that whiskey is an 
nocent bystander in the present maelstrom of 
niquity! Man-slaughter is steeled for its deed by 
cohol; the path of adultery is smoothed by the 
x-exciting and reason-dethroning effects of strong 
rink. There is no moral laxity but is aided and 
lent 9 betted, and no legal procedure that is not jeo- 
Tonomardized or flouted by the stuff that men “‘put into 
hir mouths to steal away their brains.” If any 
ns concern for the state, even if not for the 
eventh commandment, let him take a look at di- 
om thre: in 1940, one out of six marriages ended 


‘a 7 ncourt; in 1946, one out of four, sworn to before 


he Oli 


het ant 


nen; in 1996, at the present rate,—if the United 
‘ates of America stands until that date, it will 
kone out of two. And if our country does not go 
he way of others which have violated God’s law 
well as man’s, it will be due to the saving grace 
the remnant who sacrifice “‘personal privilege’”’ 
nd “private joy” in the interest of the State and 
n the cause of righteousness whatever the cost. But 
he point here is: The greatest cause of divorce, 
s the records seem plainly to show, is whiskey. 


You can’t legislate morals,—no; but you can 
regulate and indeed suppress overt human acts 
vhich are subversive of the common good. How 
ong shall spiritous high times enjoy immunity for 
murder on the highways and for contaminating 
a verything that’s pure and fair! The rebel, and 
€ a me can almost say, the heedless, heart creates the 
wes iis ty that prohibition will not prohibit. You can’t 
0 EOP prostitution either; but there are few cities 
. n our civilization that now license it. Ask them 
hy. Of course you cannot legislate morals when 
» ial espectable citizens traffic in bootleg. But let it be 

emembered that all of those who scoff at the law 


ff any nature, play into the hands of evil-doers, 
nd become allies of eve criminal. The arch- 
perso ry 


Noated angster made it smart for reputable folk to vio- 


rai’ Opened the flood gates for the disrespect of all 
Ws, sO that racketeers rose to multi-millionaires, 
Telled nth their tenacles threatening to throttle every 


n dime ner of enterprise that did not bow to black- 
all. Here is the reason for Al Caponism. 


w, Al If people do not want the law enforced, then 
man” — be enforced. The operation of moving- 


ori agate shows on Sunday is a fine illustration of 
nalitMe’ Sad fact. And the reason why murder is not so 
despread as gangsterism was two decades ago, 

heel Nd even more flagrant than it now is in our land, 
that the majority of the populace, tinged with 

, fundamentals of Christianity and motivated 

ie df Y the law of self-preservation and common sense, 
5 tf’ the law against murder enforced. Yet even 
nt tee ot desire does not prevent the deed. Should 


widen age did not exactly arrive coincident with 


od “Until death us do part,’? were dissolved by | 


ale law by selling them contraband; and they, not . 


we therefore erase such a statute that does not 
prohibit? Hardly! Of a certainty the enactment 
against the making and selling of liquor will not 
prohibit if people do not want it to do so. No law 
prohibits any criminal who is set on crime. But at 
the lowest estimate it is hardly a fair deal for one 
to shout vociferously that prohibition will not 
prohibit, and then by violating the law, to do all 
that one can to see to it that it does not prohibit! 
If prohibition is again made the law of the land— 
and God grant it!—it will be done by orderly 
democratic process; and when so done, all worthy 
citizens of our representative democracy will be 
bound by the law. If it should not prohibit them, 
they will yet know that they are law-breakers 
and partners in crime with all who strike at the 
foundations of good government. When will people 
learn that Democracy can survive only as it is pre- 
pared to “impose on itself a discipline as strict as 
that which a dictator fixes on a totalitarian state.” 
Hitler’s prohibition attitude regarding his own 
vandals should forever be a warning to all who 
care for freedom, and a burning shame to those 


who in the name of personal liberty contribute to 


the decline of the West. 


The Devil knows that if we have an anti-whiskey 
law and if the better element of the citizenry 
stand behind it, it can be enforced. And the price 
will not be as high as the saloon. It may be true 
that “none but the Puritan, Anglo-Saxon folk 
have the sumptuary laws,” and that “they com- 
prise but one-fourth of the world’s inhabitants;’’ 
but the answer is: Look at that one-fourth! Plenty 
of folk in this world of oppression and despair 


would count themselves most fortunate to be in- 


cluded among them. 


It is to be expected that the Brewers’ Foun- 
dation Incorporated would claim that prohibition 
is a “‘worse evil.” And we do not doubt that they 
warned for years that prohibition is “in itself an 
evil thing,’’ and that ‘“‘this corruption must not 
happen again to our country, our families, and our 
children.”’ This quotation is classic in the annals of 
infamy. When the hawk champions the cause of the 
baby chick, when the wolf takes upon himself the 
protection of the new-born lamb, when the snake 
gives his troth to the fledgling, then let whiskey 
prate about protecting women and children and 
the homes of our land! The real reason why the 
manufacturers of liquid death oppose prohibition 
is hardly the high and altruistic stand that pro- 
hibition means increased vice and criminality. 
The rather is it that such a regime tends to ruin 
the trade. Page the idol-makers of Ephesus when 
Christianity came to town! People who deal in 
nefarious goods are not commonly burdened with 
the problem, of conformity to law. A sudden burst 
of religious loyalty or of patriotism from some 
quarters gives impression of being reddish and 
smelling like fish. 


The makers of liquor advocate moderation. 
Moderation! Has any member of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous an answer to that? Their only hope ‘is total 
abstinence. And that same total abstinence is the 
only guarantee to any person that he or she will 
not have to join the A.A. Removing temptation, 
instead of parading liquor-lures, is the surer route 
to welfare. Prohibition will at least reduce the 
chances of alcoholism; and any move:towards the 
ideal will bring joy to the one who has exper- 
ienced alcoholic hell, as to all others involved. “‘No 
man sinneth to himself.” Behold a _ proverb: 


— 
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As the lion said of the lamb, kill him gently; so — 


the distillers and moderation. 


But we understand that the Yale Studies also 
counsel moderation. In that name do we refuse to 
aid the gullible and unfortunate until they are 
down; and then in quasi-altruistic compassion, erect 
sanitoria, where at a price the “results”? can be 
rehabilitated! But the ‘‘alcoholic is a sick person,”’ 
—it cannot be doubted,—the first drink showed 
that. And “alcoholism is a disease.” So mote it 
be. Yet rarely does one hear of two fingers or a 
thimble of strong drink as a preventive to sottish- 
ness. Moderation! A little small-pox in vaccination 
counteracts the rea] disease: moderation. in whiskey 
is an R.S.VJP. to ruin. The argument that we need 
drink for taxes to operate the government and 
to maintain the schools, lacks the elements of 
common sense. It is robbing Peter to pay Paul, 
and with compounded vengeance. The truth of the 
matter is that someone is getting rich out of booze. 


Still the old cry is with us: “Prohibition won’t 
prohibit.”’ Tell that to the Devil: you will not get 
a prohibition vote from him! Make mention of it 
to any drunkard. Notify the poor sot who would 
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quit if he could: you know him: the whole w 
vs. one soul... Talk with one snatched oy, 
living-death clutches, Give an audience to Prip 
Edward Island. There, long time prohibition } 
brought blessing untold; there, is no law enfom 
ment problem; there, unbelievably scant crn 


point of death, the Doctor advised whiskey ag 4 
only hope of reviving him. “Do you say ty 
whiskey is the only thing that will save his life 
‘Nothing else.’”’ Thereupon the father, 
a reformed drunkard redeemed from the hel] , 
drink by the grace of God, and knowing what » 
involved, said: ‘*Then—let—him—die.” 


The two Als: Al Capone; Alcohol. The man! 
has gone, no longer to menace the State, to loo 
to kill, to make rich those in league with hin 
Alcohol is still with us, dangerously powerfil 
murderously vicious, waxing fat on his deludy 
allies; and the end is not yet. But how md 
closer to the golden age this sin-cursed world woul 
be if over the latter as over the former, the stro 
—,* the law, in fervent charity, could write 


THE MORAL LAW 


(Matthew 5:17-18) 


y Rev. A. R. McQueen, D.D. 
Dunn, N. C. 


“Think not that I am come to destroy the law or 
the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. For verily I say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 


The law referred to in the text is the Moral Law, 
so called because it distinguishes between right and 
wrong in the actions of mankind in their relations 
toward one another and toward God. This law is 
the perfect expression of the character of the 
perfect God, who has commanded all men to “be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.’’ 


In an evil hour the ‘‘Father of lies’? beguiled the 
first parents, and they sinned against God by eating 
the forbidden fruit. Spiritually, they died instantly, 


and physically at the end of their days, and > 


“through one man, sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin; and so death passed untu 
all men, for that all sinned,” and “all have come 
short of the glory of God.” , 


The moral law can no longer be a means of lic, 
it can only demand that the justice of God be 
applied to sinners for their violations of the law, 
but it is the rule of life. The demands of civil law 
are not nullified because criminals violate it. It is 
still the rule of the nation. Criminals continue to 
pay the penalty for their crimes. The moral law 
is not nullified because men violate it and do not 
and cannot keep it perfectly. The Savior suffered 
as a substitute for those who believed in Him as 
their Savior and besides they suffer humilition and 
shame here for their wrongdoing. ““‘Whom the Lord 
loveth, He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom He receiveth.’’ While the law is no longer a 


means of life, still the teaching of the law produce 
most desirable results. The Scriptures teach us thi 
the law is our school master to bring us unto Christ 
“They that are whole, need not a physician.” N 
man consults a physician unless he at least think 
he is ill, no matter how skillful the physician my 
be, If the physician shows him certain symptoms ¢ 
a dangerous disease, he will accept the treatmen! 
Sinners are aroused to a sense of their lost cont: 
tion by hearing the divine law expounded, tht 
sentence of eterna] death which abides upon hin, 
and the voice of an accusing conscience whith 
declares the hopeless condition of the sinner, often 
bring the vilest of sinners in penitence to the fed 
of a merciful Savior. Again, the preaching of th 
law often brings the backslider back into the fll 
fearful lest he may have already become a casi 
way forever. Many of those who will never 
saved are restrained by the fearful pronounce 
ments against sin from becoming as wicked as th¢ 
would be without hearing the penalties of a violate 
law. Their influence for evil will not be so strong 
nor their punishment so great. It also tends ¥ 
foster high moral practices in those who otherws 
would be vile and degraded. 3 


Another fact in connection with the power # 
the moral law is that it is spiritual, and must be 
interpreted spiritually. The law is to regulate 0 
only the actions of mankind, but also the thoughts 
motives, and desires of the heart. “A good ve 
out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth fort 
that which is good; and the evil man out 0 th 
evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that wht 
is evil; for out of the abundance of the heart, bs 
mouth speaketh.” Anger without just cause is ™ 
soul’s murder, and lust is the soul’s adultery 
coveteousness the soul’s theft. It is easily seen 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
« 


1, Apr. 1, 1947 SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Page 11 


Ole wo 3 
outs 

to Pring 

crim 


Nn at th 
as th 


Say thy om 
| 


ld: woul 


OF THE 


Presbyterian Church 


6,1947 


«GOAL $600,000 


Your contribution will purchase food, clothing, medicine and 
other material aid. It will help rehabilitate Protestant churches and 
missions. 


Gifts will be distributed according to the following percentages: 


they Church World Service, Inc., for: 

oe Relief and Reconstruction in Europe (Including P.O.W. Aid) ..........00000....... 40%, 
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International Missionary Council (Orphaned Missions) 
| American Bible Society (Bibles for war ravaged lands) .....0............:cceceseeeereeees 5%, 
st be Contingency Fund (Including minor causes) 10%, 


ghts If desired, offerings may be designated 
forth for special purposes. 


“He restoreth my Soul.” Ps. 23:3 


rit Send contributions through your local Church Treasurer to: 
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God has commanded men to “keep the heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.” 


Not only has God given this law for the govern- 


ment of mankind for all time, but He has provided © 


for its teaching to the ends of the earth. One of 
the functions of the priests of the Old Testament 
days was to teach the people the law of God. 
Besides these were the authoritative and infallible 
teachers of God’s will, ‘“whom God promised to raise 
up from the people and direct their speech with 
His own wisdom and authority— their words were 
God’s words,” for the word of the Lord came unto 
these prophets saying, ‘“‘Thus saith the Lord.” 


There is a striking resemblance in the awfulness 
of the charge given by God to the prophets of the 
Old Testament and the charge given the disciples 
when he sent them out to preach. Isaiah was com- 
manded to say to the Israelites of his day that 
they were “a rebellious people, lying children, 
children that will not hear the law of the Lord: 
which say to the seers, See not; and the prophets, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us 
smooth things, prophesy unto us deceits; get you 
out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause 
the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.” 
Their request was granted. The prophet told them 
that God would break their nation as a “potter’s 
vessel is broken in pieces.”’ One shudders to think 
how this race was crushed in the last world war. 


Ezekiel] was told that if he failed to warn the 
wicked man of his sin, the wicked man would die 
in his sin but his blood would be required at 
Ezekiel’s hand. If Ezekiel warned the sinner of the 
consequences of his wicked ways and he refused 
to repent, he would die in his sin but Ezekiel had 
delivered his own soul. 


Much more stern was Christ’s charge to his dis- 
ciples when he sent them out to preach: “And I 
say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall 
fear: Fear him, which after he has killed hath 
a to cast into hell; yea I say unto you, Fear 

im.’ 
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When he sent the apostles out to preach, he 
commanded that into whatever city they entered 
and were not received, they were to go out into 
the streets of the city and say: “Even the dus 
from your city that cleaveth to our feet, we wipe 
off against you: Nevertheless know this, that the 
.Kingdom of God is come nigh. I say unto you, that 
it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, 
than for that city.” 


At the close of the Savior’s earthly ministry, he 
said to the apostles, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with yoy 
always, even unto the end of the world.” 


There is no suggestion of a request here. It is a 
command! He had died for them on the Cross a 
few days before, and he knew that he was sending 
some of them to certain death—Peter, James the 
brother of John, Paul and others, besides the mil- 
lions of martyrs who had died gloriously rather 
than to deny their Lord. 


In Paul’s description of the foe we face— the 
devil and all his angels—and the necessary armor 
for the battle, he mentions only one weapon, “the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit.” 


The early settlers in this country used the armor 
and the weapon; and the result was a God fearing 
people. Today the armor and sword of the Spirit 
are not being used as in the earlier days and the 
result is lamentable, crime of every kind is rampant, 
immorality is at its worst, the F.B.I. and other 
officials are calling on the Church for help. “God 
is angry with the wicked every day’”’ and Christ 
commanded that the “all things whatsoever he 
hath commanded to be preached” to. the world. 
There is too much preaching of the “Smooth 
things,” and the eternal “Either—Or’” is being 
neglected sadly, 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker | 


Lesson For April 20: The Kingdom 
Strengthened And Enlarged 


Scripture: I Samuel 18-20; II Samuel 5:1; I 
Kings 2:11. Devotional Reading: Psalms 28. 


Just as our previous lesson centered around 
Saul, so this one revolves around David. Although 
the kingdom was established under Sau] and for 
a time seemed to be succeeding, his utter defeat 
and tragic death almost spelled its doom. But God 
had already chosen Saul’s successor who was to 
rescue Israe] from her enemies and strengthen 
and enlarge the nation. 


David, “‘the shepherd boy of Bethlehem,’’ was 
“Like Martin Luther, very brave, very musical, 
and very religious.’”’ Despite his grevious sins and 
faults, he was at heart a “Jehovah man.” 


We can, of course, only give a brief summary 
of some of the events of his most interesting 
career. We meet him first as: | 


A Country Boy, the youngest of a family of 
eight sons. I Samuel 16 gives us the account of his 
being chosen and anointed: “For the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 
David’s outward appearance was not bad for “he 
was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance 
(Heb. “fair of eyes’), and goodly to look to,” but 
it was David’s heart that was the best thing about 
him, for we are told that he was “a man after 
God’s own heart.’”’? We now find David: 


A Court Favorite. “And David came to Sal, 
and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; 
and he became his armorbearer. And Saul sent 
to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stan 
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before me; for he hath found favor in my sight.” 
He, with his harp, acted like good medicine upon 
the evil heart of the king. By his victory over the 
giant Goliath, his wise behavior before all the peo- 
ple, and. by his courage in fighting the Philistines, 
he soon became the idol of all: “But all Israel and 
Judah loved David, because he went out and came 
in before them.” The king’s son, Jonathan, “loved 
him as his own soul,’”? he was promised Saul’s elder 
daughter in marriage, (he was later given Michal, 
the younger daughter), and everything seemed to 
be going smoothly for him. This did not last. An 
insane jealousy soon took possession of Saul, he 
“eyed David,” “was afraid of him,” and tried 
several times to kill him, casting his javelin at 
him even as he played before him. The song of 
the women in 18:7, in which they said, “Saul 
hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thou- 
sands,” either started this feeling, or greatly 
increased it. David and Jonathan consult to- 
gether, renew their strong covenant and David 
becomes: 


A Constant Fugitive from the insane and re- 
vengeful king, his father-in-law. The remaining 
chapters of I Samuel are mainly taken up with 
this period of David’s life, He fled from his native 
land and made his home for a time with Achish, 
king of Gath, where he had to feign madness to 
protect himself. Coming back to the cave of 
Adullam, he gathers together a band of followers, 
“every one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discontented, 
gathered themselves unto him; and he became a 
captain over them: and there were with him about 
four hundred men.” He rescues Keilah from the 
Philistines, but has to flee from that city, ‘‘And 
David abode in the wilderness in strong holds— 
and Saul sought him every day, but God delivered 
him not into his hands.”?’ Twice he has an op- 
portunity of slaying the king, but refuses to touch 
the Lord’s anointed. Each time Saul seemed re- 
pentant, but David finally leaves the land again 
and takes up abode with the Philistines, and is 
providentially saved from having to fight against 
his own people. (See Chs. 27, 28, 29). 


_ These chapters make sad, but interesting and 
instructive reading. David was enduring hardness, 
but he was learning many lessons and being fitted 
to be a better king. 


The end of Saul is near. In desperation he 
consults the witch of Endor and learns that his 
fate is sealed. He and Jonathan are both slain in 
battle at Gilboa, Saul falling upon his own sword 
after being wounded. 


_ David’s lament at the death of Saul and Jonathan 
is a beautiful expression of his love for the one 
and his respect for the other as the anointed ruler 
of his people. His whole behavior shows a great 


eal of tact, wisdom, and knowledge of men. He was 


€ one man able to handle the delicate situation, 
and he handled it in a most statesmanlike manner. 
ot only was this true, but we find him consulting 
od as to his course of action: “David enquired of 
the Lord saying, Shall I go up into any of the 
cities of Judah? And the Lord said unto him, Go 
+ And David said, Whither shall I go up? And 
€ said, Unto Hebron.” He accordingly goes up 

Hebron where he is 


king of judah. Abner makes Ish- 


Crowned 


°sheth, Saul’s son, king of Israel. “There was 
bie war between the house of Saul and the house 
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Does The World End 
In America? 


“Mry little boy is very happy now,” writes 
a Jewish mother from Poland, “and keeps 
asking whether America has woods and fields 
as we have here and whether the world ends 
there. I told him that it probably does not 
end there, but that maybe one day we may 
be able to begin a new life there. 


“TI feel such immense gratitude for your 
interest in me and my two children that I 
hasten to express my deepest regards and ad- 
miration for your Christian interest. I know 
it is the Lord Jesus Christ who kindles a 
flame in the hearts of people making them 
sensitive to the misery of others. Thank you 
for all your wonderful parcels and help. 


“Your missionary, Rev. Sergent, has sup- 
plied us with coal and our home is warm 
now. My little six months’ old daughter is 
happy too. She looks so beautiful in all the 
things you have sent from Philadelphia. 


“My little boy greets you and all the 
friends and wishes to thank them for the 
love shown to him and his little sister.”’ 


This is a typical letter from a Hebrew 
Christian sister in Poland who is being help- 
ed and into whose life a ray of hope and sun- 
shine has been brought in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 


In many parts of the world there are thou- 
sands like this family—weary, hungry and 
disconsolate. Your prayerful fellowship with 
us will enable us to reach out a helpful hand 
to them. Please pray for us and our ministry, 
that the Lord Jesus Christ may be made 
manifest to the sorely distressed remnant of 
Israel through your love. 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society, Inc. 
728-B Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
President Joseph M. Steele 
Treasurer Dr. Joseph T. Britan 


General Secretary .... Rev. Victor Buksbazen 


Treasurer For Canada 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada © 


Our quarterly bulletin, Israel My Glory, sent 
to all contributors and also on request. 
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of David: but David waxed stronger and stronger, 


and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.” 


This general statement in II Samuel 3:1 sums up 
the history of these seven years. Ish-bosheth is 
finally slain and his head brought to David who 
caused his murderers to be hanged. (In all this we 
see a mixture of wisdom, shrewdness, and the 
naturally tender heart of David). David is im- 
mediately and whole-heartedly chosen by _ the 
northern tribes and: 


Crowned king of all Israel. He takes Jerusalem 
ae makes it his capital of his kingdom instead of 
Hebron. 


One of his first acts was to bring the ark to 


Zion with great ceremony and rejoicing, and 


announce his purpose to build a house for the 
Lord. God will not allow him to do this for his 
hands are stained with blood, but He is pleased 
with him and makes some gracious promises to him. 
(see II Sam. 7 


He subdues his foes and organizes his army, 
making Joab commander-in-chief. He surrounds 
himself with “‘mighty men’’ who are a great help 
to him. He remembers his covenant with Jonathan 
and shows kindness to Mephibosheth, son of Ish- 
bosheth, who was lame in his feet. : 


We now come to the dark blot upon David’s 
character. God tells us the truth about even the 
greatest of His servants in order that we may see 
the frailty of men, and profit also by their failures, 
We see David now as 


A Convicted and Chastened Sinner: Repentant 
and Forgiven, but having to reap a bitter harvest 
from the seed he sowed. 


The story of David, Bathsheba and Uriah—the 
story of adultery and murder—is most familiar, so 
we will not dwell upon it, but more upon the 
consequences in David’s after life. The king tries 
to “keep silent’? and hide his sin, but his con- 
science makes his life like a burning fever; he 
cannot rest day or night, for the hand of the 
Lord is heavy upon him. Nathan, the prophet, 
comes with his pathetic story and his, “‘thou art the 
man,” to bring conviction, or at least confession 
—for the guilty monarch must have been convicted 
before. And Nathan said to David, “The Lord 
also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die,”’ 
but the child died, and the sword never departed 
from his house. (To see the genuineness of David’s 
repentance, read the 51st and 32nd Psalms.) 


We begin now to see the consequences in the 
family of the king. Amnon and Absalom, two of 
his sons are conspicuous examples. The former 
commits a terrible sin against the sister of Absalom, 
and in revenge, Absalom has him murdered. For 
a time David exiles his “fair and traitorous’”’ son, 
but through the cunning of Joab brings him back. 
By flattery and fair promises he wins the hearts 
of the people and rebels against his father. His 
rebellion almost succeeds. David’s grief over his 
slain boy is one of the most touching scenes in the 
Bible, and his cry, ““O my son Absalom, O Absalom, 
my son, my son,” still rings in our ears. No doubt 
the bitterest part was the knowledge that it was 
largely his fault. His excessive grief endangers the 
kingdom, and rebuked by the coarse and cruel, but 
loyal, Joab, the king “‘sat in the gate” and received 
his victorious people, and finally the kingdom is 
reestablished. 


In Chapter 22 we have one of David's beautify] 
Psalms of thanksgiving. 


His sin in numbering Israel is punished by the 
three day’s pestilence which is stayed when the 
king rears an altar and makes his offering, 


“Then Adonijah, the son of Haggith exalted him- 
self saying, I will be king.” This conspiracy was 
nipped in the bud and Solomon anointed king, 
leaving the kingdom in stronger and wiser hands, 


Lesson For April 27: National 
Glory And Decay 


Scripture: II Samuel 5:9; I Kings 1-11. Devo- 
tional] Reading: Psalms 72. 


In the Messianic Psalm 72 (Devotional Reading), 
we have the picture of the King, “greater than 
Solomon,” and a beautiful description of His reign. 
“He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and 
thy poor with judgment.” ‘‘He shall have dominion 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth.” ‘Yea, all kings shall fall down 
before him: all nations shall serve him.” “His 
name shall endure forever: his name shall be 
continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.” 
— glory of His kingdom shall never depart or 
ecay. 


There was national glory under David as we 
see in II Sam. 5 and 9. He was successful in 
eonquering all his enemies, in making alliances 
with Hiram, in organizing his court, in surrounding 
himself with “mighty men,’ in his kind treatment 
of Jonathan’s son, in preparing materia] for the 
house of God, and the wise conduct of most of the 
affairs of the nation. It was under Solomon, how- 
ever, that this glory was seen in its fullest so that 
“Solomon in all his glory” became a proverb. 


He made a Wise Beginning. (Chapters 1-2, 1 
Kings). It was through the wisdom and guiding 
hand of Nathan and Bathsheba, under God, that 
Solomon was crowned king and the conspiracy of 
Adonijah and Joab to make the former king, was 
quickly “nipped in the bud.” Adonijah is spared 
for a time, but is put to death when he makes the 
request that Abishag be given him as his wife, for 
Solomon immediately ‘“‘sees through’ this as el- 
dangering his right to the throne. 


David gives his son a solemn admonition to “keep 
the charge of the Lord thy God and walk in all 
his ways.” He also gives some rather vindictive 
directions, (as it seems to us), concerning J0a 
and Shimei. The spirit of forgiveness is not prom- 
inent. This may have been the only wise way 
treat these two. Solomon carries out these 1 
structions, and in other ways takes steps to make 
himself secure as king. 


As we have seen, the shrewd, but indiscrete 
request of adonijah led to his death: Abiathar, the 
priest, who had followed Adonijah when he 
revolted, was thrust out of the priesthood: Joab 
was slain although he had taken refuge in the 
tabernacle and had hold of the horns of the altar: 
Shimei was ordered to build his house in Jeru- 
salem and stay there; that the moment he cross 
the brook Kidron, he would surely die. This he 800 
did, and was slain. . 
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His first Unwise Step. Chapter 3:1-3. “And 
Solomon made affinity with Pharoah king of Egypt, 
and took Pharoah’s daughter, and brought her into 
the city of David.”” This was an entering wedge for 
much of the evil that came later. Why do God’s 
people so often become unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers? He. had not yet departed from 
God, for we read in verse 3 of this same chapter, 
“Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes 
of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt 
incense in high places.’”’ This seems to indicate 
another slight departure from God. Sins usually 
begin in small departures from the “straight and 
narrow way.’”’ 


His Wise Choice. In Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream and said, “‘Ask what I shali give 
thee.” His answer in part was, “I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come in. And 
thy servant is in the midst of thy people,—a great 
people—give therefore thy servant an understand- 
ing heart.” This answer so pleased the Lord: that 
he not only granted his request, but added “riches 
and honor.” He asked for a good thing—something 


which every ruler ought to covet—and he had the 


proper attitude towards his great responsibility, 
and a fine feeling of genuine humility. We some- 
times wonder whether he should not have gone a 
step further and asked to be made a good man, 
wise enough to rule his own heart and life as well 
as his nation. 


A Wise Decision. 3:16-28. In these verses we 
are given a sample of Solomon’s wise judgments— 
the well-known case of the two women and the 
dead and living child. “And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they 
feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of 
God was in him.” 


The Greatness and Glory of Solomon. Chapter 4. 
In the first part of this chapter we have the 


organization of the kingdom, with a list of the 


chief officers. Some expressions in this chapter 


show how glorious was his reign. (see II Chron. 9). 


His provision for one day is given in verses 22 and 
23; the extent of his dominion in 24; ‘‘and he had 
peace on all sides round about him’; Solomon 
had forty thousand stalls of horses for his 
chariots’; ‘“‘And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much, and largeness of 
heart even as the sand that is on the seashore’— 
“For he was wiser than all men’;—‘“‘And there 
came all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
from all kings of the earth.” 


The Building of the Temple. Chapters 5, 6, This 
was his greatest work. He sets about it early and 
with great zeal. Hiram, king of Tyre, becomes his 
ally and helper, furnishing timber and men. We 
have in these chapters the account of the building 
of this most costly and beautiful house of God, and 
the furniture to put in it. It took seven years to 
complete this task. 


His Other Buildings. Chapter 7:1-12. Solomon 
was a great builder, both of houses and cities. He 
was thirteen years building his own house. Is there 
some indication in this comparison that he was 
beginning to put self before God? He also built 
the house of the forest of Lebanon, and a marvel- 
lous throne of ivory overlaid with gold. (See 10: 
18-20). All this program of expensive building be- 
came a burden upon the people. 


The Dedication of the Temple. Chapter 8. This 
was a tremendous event. Solomon made a great 


CHRIST CHURCH (Methodist) 
Charleston, West Virginia 


The Eloquence Of 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


receives another tribute 


The Rev. Mr. Hoffman, Minister 
of Christ Church, writes: 


“Your ‘Carillonic Bells’ has been in opera- 
tion in our church for almost a year, and 
there has been fulsome praise not only from 
our own members but from other groups in 
the city, There is simply no comparing them 
with the old tubular chimes we used before— 
‘Carillonic Bells’ is so much superior. It not 
only adds to worship on Sunday, but also ex- 
tends the message of the gospel for miles 
from our tower daily.” 

In choossng a carillon, as the voice of your 
church, choose by ear. It is this test, this 
factor of audible beauty, that has decided 
hundreds of churches, schools and colleges 
in favor of Carillonic Bells. Its richer tone 
and beautiful clarity are beyond rivalry, 
achieving a musical brilliance impossible with 
ordinary bells or chimes. 

Carillonic Bells can be. installed in your 
church tower without additional construction. 
For further details write us, at Dept. SP-14. 


J 
Ay 


ELECTRONICS, inc. 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


—-—s«CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS - SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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speech and a great prayer, This is the longest 
prayer in the Bible, and coming from the lips of 
such a man, is full of beautiful expressions. “If 
any man trespass against his neighbor—then hear 
thou in heaven, and do and judge thy servants’— 
“When thy people Israel be smitten down before 
the enemy—then hear thou in heaven, and forgive 
the sin of thy people—When heaven is shut up and 
there is no rain—then hear thou in heaven, and 
forgive the sin of thy servants—If there be in the 
land of famine, if there be pestilence,—then hear 
thou in heaven, and forgive, and do—Moreover 
concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people 
Israel—Hear thou in heaven—and do—that all 
people of the earth may know thy name, to fear 
thee—If thy people go out to battle—then hear 
thou in heaven—lIf they sin against thee, (for there 
is no man that sinneth not),—yet if they bethink 
themselves—and so return unto thee—then hear 
thou their prayer—and forgive thy people—For 
they be thy people, and thine inheritance’ The 
wonder of it is that a man who could pray such a 
prayer would soon depart so far from the Lord 
Whom he recognizes as the God of heaven and 
earth, and especially of His people Israel. Surely, 
the human heart is deceitful above all things. 


God’s Conditional Promise, Chapter 9:1-9. The 
first part is a glorious promise with its condition, 


“and if,’’ followed by a solemn warning introduced 


by, “but if.” 


In Chapter 10 we have the Visit of the Queen of 
Sheba, and some other glories of his reign—*So 
king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth.” 


Beginnings of Decay. Chapter 11. It was first 
moral and spiritual decay, followed by its con- 
sequences in political and national life. These 
words explain the decay: ‘But king Solomon loved 
many strange women”—‘His wives turned away 
his heart after other gods’—“Solomon did evil” 
—‘The Lord was angry with Solomon’’—“The 
Lord stirred up an adversary” (vs. 14)—‘“‘Another 
adversary,” (vs. 23)—‘“‘And Jereboam,” (vs. 26), 
The kingdom was to be divided. 


Another king beginning well and ending badly; 
another proof of the perversity of the human heart. 
The Bible tells the truth about its great men. We 
have the foolish wise man, the weak strong man, 
the poor rich man, the bad good man: that as 
Paul says, no man can glory in himself, but only 
in God, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
or the mighty man in his might, or the rich man 
in his riches, or, as Paul again would say, the 
good man glory in his goodness, but only glory in 
knowing and loving and obeying God. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


April 20: Want A Job 
Working For A King? 


Introduction 


Those of us who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ are called to walk even as He walked. At 
the age of twelve we find Christ answering His 
parents when they found Him in the Temple; 
“Did you not know that I must be abeut my 
Father’s business?” (Lk. 2:52). Later in life He 
referred to the “works which the Father hath 
given me to finish.” (Jno. 5:36). And when we 
believe on Him we are born again and of us God 
then says “‘we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works.” (Eph. 2:10). 
Every one who is a real Christian is called to some 
definite, specific service for which God has pre- 
pared him by the Holy Spirit. 


But in the Kingdom God does not force, He 
calls, equips and guides, But we must answer. 
Assuming that we are members of His Kingdom 
He is calling us to a job, working for the King 
of kings. Many are the tasks that we can do for 
Him—preaching, teaching, healing, giving, singing, 
building. Each one of us must look at the world 
to see its need, look at ourselves to find our 
abilities, and look at the Bible to find God’s 
purpose, then step out as God leads us. But as we 
think of service there are three parables of our 
Lord that remind us of our service in general. Be- 
fore studying specific calls to Kingdom work let’s 
examine these parables of service. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Our Common Opportunity: The Parable of the 
Pounds. Luke 19:11 - 28. In this parable every 


man received a pound and he was to go out and 


invest that pound in fruitful service for his master. 
Every one of us who is a Christian has some 
ability given us by the Lord and every one of us 
must go out and serve with that ability. We all have 
a common opportunity for service, and none is ex- 
cused from service. | . 


2. Our Different Responsibilities. The Parable 
of the Talents. Matthew 25:14-30. In this parable 
each servant received a different amount of 


property. Not all of us have the same abilities, 


some of us are ten talent some five, and some 
one. The point to this parable is that of responsi- 
bility, The more ability and opportunity we have 
the more fruit we are expected to bring. 


3. Our Final Reward. The Parable of the 
Laborers. (Matt. 20:1-16). This parable is very 
difficult in one sense, and yet it is not at all if 
we keep in mind the context and remember that 
it is not an axonomic treatise, nor is it a presenta- 
tion of God as an arbitrary tyrant who indulges 
His whims at the expense of His servants. It 1s 4 
story that simply illustrates that we shall be 
judged on the basis of our faithfulness. Those 
who had worked for only an hour had been 
faithful for that hour, even as had those who 
worked all day. The measure of our reward is not 
how long we have worked nor how much. Our 
reward is based on how faithful we were to the 
task God gave us to do, be it little or big. 


Putting these things together we see that every 
one of us who believes in Christ is called to a life 
of service. We all have an ability that places 
upon us an obligation to find opportunities 0 
service. None is excused. But we differ in ou! 
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abilities; therefore we differ in responsibility, the 
greater the ability the greater the responsibility. 
But when all is over God will not judge us by 
whether we did a big or little job, but by how 
faithful we were to the job that God has given. 


Suggestions 


This program needs to be arranged in three — 


parts. In one part the fact that all born again 
believers are called to serve could be presented. 
(See Introduction above.) Then some one or more 
could tell the three parables about service and 
point out their significance. (Scripture Lesson). 
Then the group should find some way to enumerate 
the various jobs that need to be done for God and 
be encouraged to examine their own hearts and 
— to see if God could be calling to some of 
them. 


- April 27: Much Learning Is A 
Dangerous Thing 


Introduction 


These words of our topic this week come from 
the first half of a couplet in Alexander Pope’s 
“Essay on Criticism.” Let us see the whole couplet. 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing; 
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.” 


Perhaps it might be worth while to go on with a few 
more quotations from English literature, for they 
throw light on what we need to know about 
learning in our day. Further on in the same essay 
Pope says: | 


“We think our fathers fools, so wise we grow; 
- Our wiser sons, no doubt, will think us so.” 


And here is one from Francis Bacon: “It is true 
that a little philosophy inclineth man’s heart to 
atheism; but depth in philosophy bringeth men’s 
minds about to religion. For while the mind of 
man looketh upon second causes scattered, it may 
sometimes rest in them and go no further; but 
when it beholdeth the chain of them, confederate 
and linked together, it must needs fly to Providence 
and Deity.” 


Today we young folks come along through high 
schoo] and college in a time when we know a little 
about more subjects than our fathers ever dreamed 
about. As we come into slight contact with all the 
great fields of thought and human endeavor we 
meet with a lot of knotty problems we can’t solve, 
and we see a lot of things wrong ‘with the way 
the older folks are doing the job of running this 
world. When we want to run off on some line and 
an older person puts a restraining hand on our 
enthusiasm we feel cramped and misunderstood. 
4S we F gph with our learning we need to keep 
m mind these sentiments expressed by those who 


High Standards of Scholarship 


Positive Christian Influences 
Scholarships 


For catalog, write R. T. L. Liston, President, Box “J,” Bristol, Tenn. 


your money 
to work 


In the final distribution of your property, do 
church causes have a part? 


~The Presbyterian Foundation, established by 
the General Assembly a quarter of a century 
ago, offers advice and assistance in making 
and executing your will. 


The Foundation is especially qualified for 
administering legacies, whether of large 
amounts or small, in the interest of church 
causes. It is safe, adequate, experienced. Use 
it. For full information, write: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
FOUNDATION 


Commercial National Bank Building 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


have gone on before. We need to remember that 
we have to learn much and see life whole, for 
partial understanding will lead to a worse state. 
As we face problems we need to remember that 
we are not the first generation of young people to 
face the same problems, and that the day will 
come when we too will be outdated. And we need 


to remember that many who have not thought 


deeply have departed from Christian faith, but 
the wisdom of the ages has been that to see life 
clearly and to see it whole leads to Christian faith. 


All of this is to say that in our day of popular 
education we Christian young people need to be 
so educated that we can out-think, out-produce, 
and out-live ‘those who have no Christian faith. 
The Scriptures call us as Christians to join this 
kind of a life of learning. 


Scripture Lesson 


Education is the systematic training of the 
mental and moral faculties of people. How they 
use these faculties as trained is beyond the general 
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scope of cur modern objectives for formal educa- 
tion. The ideal of education for the Christian is to 
educate with real wisdom, for wisdom is knowledge 
practically applied to the best ends. Thus the 
Bible calls us to wisdom. 


1. Importance of Wisdom. Prov. 4:5-10. 
2. Source of Wisdom. Prov. 2:6-7. 


3. Pathway to Wisdom. (a) Reverence. Prov. 
9:10; (b) Prayer. James 1:5-6; (c) Right living. 
Prov. 8:13. 


4. Nature of Wisdom. James 3:15-18. 
5. Heart of Wisdom. Col. 2:1-3; 1 Cor. 1:17-25. 


Suggestions 


Use appropriate hymns and read for a Scripture 
Lesson Prov. 8:1-13. Have a series of talks on the 
different points of the Scripture outline above. 
Bring out the fact that they all lead up to Christ, 
He is the wisdom of God. Any education that is 
not pointing to Christ will lead away from truth. 
Naturally there must be some place in the program 
where the necessity and value of our Christian 
colleges are set down, State, secular universities 
leave out the heart of wisdom; therefore they are 
doomed to getting knowledge but failing to find 
wisdom. Here is a little outline that might help you 
keep in mind the whole of the Christian life: 


Woman’s Work 


The Christian Life. Abide in Me. 
The Christian Scholarship. Learn of Me. 
The Christian Walk. Follow Me. 


When you begin to talk about Christ as the 
wisdom of God and say that all education that 
leaves out Christ is at best inadequate you will be 
reminded right off that the great majority of the 
education in America today is based on the five 
senses and leaves little room for a true Christian 
approach, and a good bit is absolutely anti-Chris- 
tian. Don’t let that scare you. In a democracy the 
majority rules, but that does not mean the majority 
if always right. Remember that the majority was 
wrong: 

. In the days of Noah. Gen. 6:5. 

. In the days of Joseph. Gen, 37:23-28. 

. In the days of Moses. Ex. 5:1-9. 

. In the days of Gideon. Judg. 7:19-23. 

In the days of David. 1 San. 24:1-2. 

In the days of Nebuchadnezzar. Dan, 3:26-30. 
In the days of Darius. Dan. 6:4-9. 

In the days of Christ. Luke 23:1-2. 

. In the days of Paul. Acts 21:26; 22:22-23.. 

It does not matter much whether we are on the 
side with the crowd or not, but it does matter 


tremendously whether we be on the side of God. 
If God be for us what care we who be against us? 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 


April 1 - 6: Days in the Week of Spiritual En- 


richment. 
April 6: Easter and War Relief Sunday. 
April 13: Christian Education Day. 
April 20: Assembly’s Training School Day. 


Circle Topic: ““‘What Do I See?” First in series of 
studies in the Sermon on the Mount, using 
booklet “Thy Kingdom Come — Beginning In 
Me.”’ 


Auxiliary Topic: “Think!” First in series of pro- 


grams in booklet “Thy Will Be Done—Now!”’ 


— 


A Year Of Unsurpassed Challenge 
By Janie W. McGaughey 


This new Church year 1947-1948 is indeed one 
of unsurpassed challenge. Never has there been 
such colossal human need in the world—famine, 
hunger, homelessness, fear, cynicism, despair. We 
cannot sit complacently enjoying our comforts, our 
blessings. To whom much is given, much shall be 
required. Ours is the call to genuine compassion 


expressed in actively meeting need to our utmost 
ability. 


At the 1947 meeting of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, Christians were 
summoned to meet the unsurpassed challenges of 
this new year through a ministry of “relief and 
evangelism, reconstruction and advance.” Yes, the 
ministry of material relief and reconstruction, 
necessary as that is, is not sufficient to meet the 
needs of people today. There must be a yet larger 
Evangelism—the sharing of the Evangel, Christ 
our Saviour; and our programs of study and serv- 
ice must be marked by a real advance. This means 
doing more than we have yet done. Today and all 
the todays of this new year present to us a greater 
sense of urgency which should lead us to go even 
beyond our usual] processes and patterns of service. 


To be ready for this advance, there must be an 
enriched spiritual life of every Christian, for the 
measure of our service for Christ is dependent 
upon our personal communion with Him through 
which we are enabled by Him to do His work. Suc 
periods as the Week of Spiritual Enrichment, 
which this year coincides with the pre-Easter week, 
offers a definite opportunity to prepare for 4 
year of enlarging responsibilities, Let us lay hold 
upon “the exceeding greatness of his power 
usward who believe, according to the working ° 
his mighty power which he wrought in Christ 
when he raised Him from the dead and set Him 
at His own right hand” where He “ever liveth 
make intercession for us.” 
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The Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
(March 30 - April 6) 


How refreshing it is when once in a great while 
our paths cross that of a radiant Christian in whom 


We see something of spiritual richness which we 


esire but have never quite attained because we 
ave felt it was beyond our reach—not for us. 
Those who have drawn close enough to such 


«Spiritual giants testify that there is a secret. No 
_ man has a monopoly on God; rather God has been 
permitted to have a monopoly on a few men. We 


have only to read the Gospel with its challenge 


and promise to see that Christians should be like 
_ Wells springing up and overflowing with life that 
_Tefreshes and blesses all other life about it. The. 


mediocre Christian is the one that is out of line 


_ With God’s will. The radiant, vibrant Christian is 
aw who has brought life in line with the will of 


God for him. 


The Week of Spiritual Enrichment is an 


_ Specially designated time for the women of our 


hurch to seek the fellowship of Christ and let 
mm give to them the richness and fullness of life 


and spirit which He alone is able to give and wants 


to give, A leaflet “For Personal Use” giving read- 


ings from Matthew’s account of the experience of 
our Lord in the days of Passion Week has been 
prepared by the Committee on Woman’s Work to 
guide the individual in the observance of this 
Week, which this year is the pre-Easter week, 
together with some suggestions for meditation, 
prayer and service, whereby it is believed we may 


be brought into close fellowship with Christ whose 


fellowship is transforming and enriching. Some, 
however, will’ wish to go much further in their 
Bible reading during this special week of enrich- 
ment and read in full one of the Gospels—Mat- 
thew, perhaps—since this is the book for study in 
the Auxiliary this year. It will be found helpful 
to read that Gospel in units of thought such as 
those suggested by Dr. Palmer in her book “Em- 
manuel” which is the Auxiliary guide to the book 
study of Matthew’s Gospel: , 


Matthew 1 - 4: The Days of Preparation. 
Matthew 5 - 7: Sermon on the Mount. . 
Matthew 8 - 13: Some Results of Jesus’ Ministry. 
Matthew 14:1-17:21: Pre-Passion Week. 
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Matthew 17:22 - 25:46: Passion Week. 
Matthew 26-28: Tragedy and Triumph. 


Some individuals will wish to read other bits 
of devotional writing during this Week. such as 
from Brother Lawrence’s “Practicing the Presence 
of God,” Henry Drummond’s “The Greatest Thing 
in the World,’”’ Thomas A. Kempis’ “Imitation of 
Christ,”’ Frances Havergal’s ‘“‘Kept for the Master’s 
Use,’”’ and Charles Sheldon’s “In His Steps.” 


Prayer will be an important part of this week. 
And as in the case of physical growth, so in the 
case of spiritual, exercise is important; therefore, 
let the Week hold also some experience of Chris- 
tian service. The leaflet Personal Use” wills 
suggest phases of service to which you will wi 
to add according to the opportunities in your 
communities; but through some service, let each 
one seek to extend the blessings of the Week be- 
yond our immediate church and membership. 


What we Christians need more than anything is 
an intimate, happy and constant fellowship with 
God. Therefore, it is hoped that the experience 
of this Week will lead us to enter upon the new 
Church year with renewed dedication to Christ and 
with some plan or technique for continued spiritual 
growth, During the Week seek to work out a plan 
that you feel will produce strength in your Chris- 
tian life, and then work the plan faithfully, that 
in the days of the Church year 1947-1948 “the 
inner man may be renewed day by day,” and you 
may abound in life by God’s invigorating Spirit. 
The leaflet “A Technique for Spiritual Growth,” 
from the Committee on Woman’s Work, may be of 
help to you in formulating your own plan for 
continued Christian growth. Also let the monthly 
guides for Christian growth in the Guidebook for 
the Presbyterian Woman serve you in the months 
of this year, that it may be a year of spiritual de- 
velopment for you, and of enrichment for the lives 
of all whom you will touch. 


Millions have read from Mat- 
thew Hénry’s writings but few 
have read a biography of his 
life; this is the first printed 
in probably a century. It con- 
tains 80 well-filled pages. giv- 
ing a bird’s eye view of one of 
the greatest commentators of 
all time. His godly life is exem- 
plifying and inspiring. Cover @iijijesss 
in two colors with a beautiful Hig 
design. It makes a 


splendid gift or reward.. 60c 


Stories of Lasting Hymns 


A new book just off the press written by | 
Stacey L. Shenton. It contains the history of 
hymns telling in simple language how 35c 
and by whom they were written....... 


Gems of Thought in Poetry 


New and helpful poems written by Edw. Boone; 
for nearly every special occasion and for vari- 
ous seasons of the year. Program 35c¢ 
committees should have this book.... 


Order from your dealer or the 


BOONE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


313 Ninth St. (P. O. Box 200) Des Moines, lowa 
Send for our free catalog 


“If You Care - You Will Share” 


April 6 is known as War Relief Day in our 
Church. The goal set is $600,000. Your contribution 
will purchase food, clothing, medicine and other 
material aid. It will also help rehabilitate Protes- 
tant churches and missions. 

Make Your Gift Large to Match the Need That 


is Great. 


General Church News 


MONTREAT 


By Dr. R. C. Anderson 


We are making a brief report to the ‘church and 
to our many Montreat friends that they may have 


some knowledge of what is going on in our church* 


home. 


The force has been greatly augmented by the 
addition of the new President, Dr. Rupert Mc- 
Gregor, and his assistant, Mr. Greer Johnson, and 
in the new Pastor of the Montreat Church, Dr. 
Robert King, and a new Health Officer for Mon- 
treat and Elder in the Montreat Church, Dr. Nel- 
son Bell. All of these are making friends and 
taking hold of the work with zeal, earnestness and 
efficiency. 


Fine progress has been made on the building of 
the pew Alba hotel and if sufficient funds could 
uickly furnished, a portion of this building 

be ready for. use during the approaching 


conference season. We have gotten in much ms 
terial and work should progress rapidly if the 
weather permits. During the month of February 
bad weather delayed the work but we trust Spring 
weather will be more favorable. . 


Money available for the continuance of this 
building has been completely exhausted. We are 
now confronted with the necessity of borrowing, 
discontinuing the building or largely increasing 
our gifts. A strong appeal from the General As 
sembly, the Stewardship Committee and the Mout- 
tain Retreat Association has been made for the 
$200,000 needed for the rebuilding of this struc 
ture but up to date we have received only about 
$20,000 for this purpose. Many small contributions 
have come from devoted friends, some of tit 
churches and Auxiliaries and we are most gra 
and appreciative for these many expressions of dt 
votion to Montreat. We have received very i 
large gifts. If all of our churches could send : 
an average of fifty cents per member, the amoum 
would be ample to carry on the work to © 
pletion in good form. 
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Shall Merge With The Northern Church? 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


Let’s Look At The Facts About 
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In the February 15 issue of The Journal we saw that the members of our Southern Church have con- 


sistently outgiven Northern Church members in supporting benevolent causes—that we give approxima- 
tely twice as much per member as they do. Let us break this down and look at the giving for Foreign 
Missions. 


In 1930 the Northern Church gave $1.98 per capital. Our Church gave $2.61 — almost a 


third more. 


In 1988 when per capita gifts to Foreign Missions in the Northern Church reached a low of $1.03, 


our Church gave $1.52 — 47 percent more. 


In 1946 our Southern Church gave $2.19 per capita — the Northern Church only $1.37 — an increase 


of 60 percent over their giving. 


Jesus said: “Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” Is it not reasonable to conclude 


that our members are more definitely interested in spreading the gospel to the lands beyond the seas than 
“te the members of the Northern Church—that such work would suffer if it comes under the control of 
\ church that is not as “Foreign Mission Minded” as we are? 


Next Issue: Giving To Home Missions 
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We all regret exceedingly for Dr. McGregor to 


be forced to incur debt to carry on the work and 
we would still more regret the necessity of charg- 
ing more for accommodations at the hotels in 
order to secure funds with which to liquidate the 
debt. If all could understand what the completion 
of this building would add to our church home, 
if we could only see the meaning of what is being 
done, sufficient funds would come quickly and 
freely from willing and happy contributors. The 
building, when completed, will be a worthy struc- 
ture of which every Presbyterian will be proud. 
While expanding all branches of the church’s work, 
shall the home suffer for the lack of a few dol- 
lars? Surely not. We believe our people will gladly 
and quickly respond to meet this pressing need as 
soon as it is understood. 


Let us one and all do our part and pay as we 
go and not incur debt to the embarrassment of the 
institution which has gone so well and which was 
free from al] debt when the Alba burned. Let us 
keep it so. 


Rev. Eberhardt Elected Associate 
Professor Of Bible 


Davidson, N. C., March 3.—At the recent meet- 
ing of the Trustees of Davidson College, Rev. 
Charles Richard Eberhardt was elected Associate 
Professor of Bible at Davidson College, his duties 
to begin with the fall term. 


Mr. Eberhardt received his preparatory edu- 
eation at Childs’ High School, New York City, 
and at the New York Military Academy. He holds 
a B.S. degree in Pre-Law from New York Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, completing his Bachelor’s 
degree in 1937 and his Master’s the year follow- 
ing. He was taking further graduate work at the 
University of Basel when his European study was 
interrupted by the outbreak of war. | 


In 1939 he attended the Delegate World Order 
Conference of Christian Youth in Amsterdam, Hol- 
land. From 1940 to 1946 he served as pastor of 
the Presbyterian Churches at Edgewater, N. J., 
and New Vernon, N. J. In 1942 he was absent from 
his pastoral duties for a short time when he at- 
tended the Navy School for Chaplains but re- 
ceived a medical discharge. 


At present, Mr. Eberhardt is a full candidate 
for the Ph.D. degree at Drew University in Madi- 


son, N. J. 


AUSTIN COLLEGE 
Sherman, Tex. 


Sherman, Tex.—Austin College observed its an- 
nual Religious Emphasis Week here March 16-23 
when three prominent Texas Presbyterians visited 
the campus. 


The Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Tyler, a graduate of 
the class of 1941, and a member of the board of 
trustees, was the principle speaker. 


He spoke each morning, Monday through Fri- 
day, at the chapel exercises, and at a city-wide 
mid-week service on Wednesday evening in the 
college auditorium. | 


Serving as counselors were the Rev. W. Jack 
Lewis, director of Student Work for the Presby- 


terian churches at the University of Texas, and 
Mrs. Dayton Castleman of Texarkana, for more 
than nine years a missionary to China from the 
Presbyterian Church. 


On Thursday evening, March 20, a religious 
play, “Via Dolorosa” by Rollin M. Rolfe, college 
dramatics professor, was presented in the Sher. 
man municipal auditorium to a large audience, 


This special week, with the theme “Christ for 
the Campus,” was concluded on Friday evening 
with an all-college banquet in the college dining 
hall. Mr. Lewis brought the inspirational message, 


Dr. Caldwell To Accept New 
Work In North Carolina 


Dr. Dan T. Caldwell has been called by the 
Synod of North Carolina to become its Director 
of Christian Education. He will assume this new 
duty, with offices in Greensboro, on July 1st. 


Dr. Caldwell has been for six years Director of 
the Defense Service Counsel for our General As 


sembly. Prior to this he held pastorates in Peters. 


burg, Virginia and Wilmington, North Carolina. 
He received his education from Davidson College, 
Union Theological Seminary of Richmond, Va, 
and Princeton Theological Seminary. He holds the 
degree of Doctor of Theology from Princeton Seni- 
nary, and was awarded the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity by Hampden-Sydney College. 


Dr. Caldwell will work in close cooperation with 
ministers and laymen in the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, and particularly under the supervision of the 
Synod Committee on Educational Institutions. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Road To Reformation. By H. Boehmer. Muhlen- 
berg Press, 1946. 449 Pages. 


This is a translation made by professors Doben- 
stein and Tappert of Boehmer’s Der junge Luther. 
Thirty years ago Boehmer’s Luther in the Light of 
Recent Research was put into English. This 1s 4 
good companion for the earlier volume. If in that 
Boehmer spent too much time showing the views 
of those from whom Luther gleaned, in this recent 
volume he emphasizes what is Luther’s own CO0n- 
tributions. In both volumes Boehmer insists thal 
Luther reacted strongly against Occam’s doctrine 
of the free or autonomous will of man and insisted 
instead on the grace of God, the intercession 0 
Christ, the call of the Holy Ghost. According 1 
Luther, “freedom of the will is an empty delusion. 


Throughout this book we feel the heartthrobs of 
the Reformer as he risks his life again and agall 
for the truth of the Word of God. He burned - 
papal Bull and with it the papal canon law al 
returned to the classroom saying to his four hur 
dred students the choice before each one of us & 
martyrdom or eternal damnation. We know the 
truth of God’s Word we must die for it oF 
consigned to hell for conceding that the law ¢ 
the curia may be put above it, In_ setting itse 
above Scripture the papacy is Anti-Christ. 


Luther’s struggle for a gracious God was ws 
same time a struggle for the right understandllé 
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Ba: PLAN N 0 TO SPEND THIS SUMMER'S VACATION WITH SOME 
A 3 OF AMERICA’S GREATEST THEOLOGICAL TEACHERS 
: WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY — WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
£10us Enlarged Faculty, Variety of Courses, Missionary Aviation 
lege For Ministers, Teachers, Missionaries, Sunday School Workers, Laymen, Veterans. 35 Rooms 
Sher- Twenty States, Foreign Countries, Twenty-Five Churches in 1946 Session. Sanaiel 
ce, INTERDENOMINATIONAL — THOROUGH — EVANGELICAL ” 
b to : 1947 Session - Two Semesters: June 25 - July 31 Rates 
soning For Prospectus send to the President: Dr. J. A. Huffman, Winona Lake, Indiana 
ining 
sage, 
HERE IT IS?... PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
QU ARTERLY Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
by STANDARD 110 1047 
the Give every member Standard’ To The ‘Church And  Clersy 
ector meetings. Each issue contains COX SONS & VINING, Iac. 
new prayer meeting features, social 131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 
ideas, ways of working, etc. 
Ministers, leaders, send 20¢ for 


tures of 
columns of the Old Testament predictions concern- 


single copy CE Quarterly for 
Seniors; ask for E samples 
of weekly papers for Juniors, 
Intermediates. Address Desk 52 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


of the Bible. Here he found in Christ the certainty. 


that God was gracious and merciful toward him. 
In place of enmity toward God a new disposition of 
trust and love ensued and out of this new disposi- 
tion a heart that sought to do God’s will. Luther 
rejected law as an erternal requirement to earn 
merit, but he always regarded the Ten Command- 
ments as absolutely binding commandments of 
God. The Lord’s supper is God’s gift of forgiveness 
to man, not man’s gift to God; it is the New 
Testament of Christ, not the sacrifice of a medi- 
ating priest. “The Church is not the creator of 
revelation, but the creature of revelation. She does 
not stand above, but under the Word of God to 
which she owes her existence.” | 
—Wm. C. Robinson. 


_ Sharing Christ With Our Jewish Neighbors. By 


Aaron Judah Kligerman, D.D. Published by The 
Bible House, 11609-11 Kinsman Road, Cleveland, 
Ohio. Price 35c. 


The President of the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
of America and Director of Emmanuel Neighbor- 
hood House Mission to Jews of Baltimore prepared 
this little book to lay upon the heart of the Chris- 
tan Church the responsibility of sharing Christ 
With J ewish neighbors. It is a masterly piece of 
work with much thought compressed into little 
space. It is one of the best things we know to 
Place in the hands of an unconverted Jew, It is 


‘so informative in regard to the various branches 


of contemporary Judaism. One of the finest fea- 


this book is the arrangement in parallel 


ing Christ and the New Testament fulfillment. 
© concluding pages constitute a strong appeal 


| fo accept Christ as the Messiah of God Who came, 


laught, healed, controlled the elements, raised the 
ead, suffered, died, and rose again, in literal 


‘fulfilment of the Old Testament Scriptures. We 


nsider this volume to be an important addition 
ty rongelical literature, especially’ as relating 
the Jew. ohn R. Richardson. 


Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


CHOIR GOWNS - VESTMENTS 
pte, PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 


pointments - Altar Brass Goods 


+ 

ne alion g000s 
Jj SUPPLY COMPANY 


CATALOG 
ON REQUEST 


MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE COURSES 
Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships, Catalog. 
DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box “3S” Montreat, N. C. 


BLACK CHOIR GOWNS 


Taken From Rental Stock—$10.00 Each 
BLACK PULPIT GOWNS — $20.00 EACH 


LINDNER 


153-SP West Thirty-Third St. New York, N. Y. 


& PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
% Begin September, January, June or July 

¢ Standard Freshman and ‘Sophomore Courses 
cs leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 

x Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 

Veterans’ Refresher. 


Business Administration. 

rs Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 

x Instructor Rating. 

< Aireraft and Engine Mechanics, 

* Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 


& Own Business. 
€& Apartments Available for Married Students. ¢ 
Registration Fee $5.00 
& P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. & 


or of 
As. 
ters: 
lina. 
lege, | 
T re) L E E M B R re) D E R E Ss 
Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
aro- 
ther. 
it of 
is a 
that 
jews 
ent 
con- 
that 
ine 
sted 
of 
on.” 
sol 
gail 
the 
and 
un- | 
the 
be 
fo 
| 
the 
| 


